IMPACT: International Journal of Research in r

Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL) ; é’ —— — i
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 2321-8878 H H ]W \_:) &1 {.(H L
Vol. 5, Issue 9, Sep 2017, 29-52 _ —

© Impact Journals Vs

N —

“‘“ANALYSIS ON THE REFLECTIONS OF WOMEN EMPOWERMENT W ITH SPECIAL
ACCORDANCE TO SOCIAL STATUS OF WOMEN IN PAKISTAN"

BASIT HABIB & BURHAN RAFAY

Research Scholar, Department. Gender Studies, Bdlmadakariya University, Multan, Pakistan

ABSTRACT

Women constitute half of the total population o thorld, thus she is considered the most signifipant of our
social strata, but despite of having equality ipydation scenario, she still faces a lot of ob&s¢h achieving their rights
and social status. It is the rights of women taetpkwer, social status, economic independencetiggeand equality like
their male counterparts. Women should be granteditfnt jobs because she has skills, quality edwtathus should be
given her status, security, nutritious health, atsb better standards of living etc. Like malese Tocus of the current
research paper is about empowerment, of womentargirategic development in the uplifting of worrserbcial status.
To empower women of all classes is a historicacephwhich emerged in the late 17th century. Ittiat has different

meanings, but in the 18th century, its meaning&lmeen changed.

KEYWORDS: Women empowerment, Gender, Social Status, Gendgr, &PSS, Conventionslegislation,

Hudood ordinance

INTRODUCTION

Women Empowerment in a Muslim Society

Women empowerment becomes a major concern in tingtigoof globalization because women constitutecsim
half of the world’s total population and it is vemgcessary for the prosperity of any country taligd women in the social
and economic structure by empowering her. Eitheretlis a western society or western one, but mdadysed on the
empowerment of women also named first world oratieer Muslim world, the condition of women regaglimer status is
almost the same, underprivileged, submissive, imfemd less empowered to men. Thus, the issueslelmates regarding
her life and status are same everywhere in Mustith rzon-Muslim world. Women's issues and empowerraemtbeing
discussed at all forums like United Nations frondl @t national and international level.

Basic Points are highlighted below for the Empowermnt of Women by United Nations Global Compact’'s Reqrt

* Equal treatment of men and women at workplace apgat women and her interests without any diseration

at all levels
» Ensure the safety, security and well-being of mmh\women workers at work place

» Promotion of training, education and professioratedlopment for women at all levels to ensure pigdtion of

women in a philosophical way

e Support the market place programs for the empowetrimiewomen and to indulge women into businessossct

like men
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» Measure the reports and action to achieve gendeliggand to remove gender disparity

e To establish high level, there is immense needdwoperate for the issues of gender equality and wsme

empowerment at all levels. (Panigrahy, 2006)

In this contemporary world of globalization, thesus of women empowerment is going to its peak tmxau
societies are now at their awareness and cons@éwat about the status and rights of women becauwmay developed
worlds have recognized that success cannot bewathiithout the cooperation of women. While the tddi States of
America and its closing states have also a claimetif’ering women empowerment within their foldsishin September
2012, United States and 12 other countries tooktgiteps tdEqual Futures” regarding girls and women empowerment
by incorporating women and girls into professiofialds. During the speech of “Equal Futures”, theitedd Nations and
other 12 countries have proposed their own presdriuggestions and recommendation regarding wom@owerment

and equality, final commitments were drafted, diofes:

» There is an immense need to enhance and expandtappo for women and girls in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics field because thesaoarmen made fields rather women also have thalikty to

adopt these subjects

e To expand domestic security for domestic violatéctims, especially women and girls because domestic
violation was not considered a form of human rightgation

* Immense need to support economic entrepreneurdiegavomen to indulge women into Business field

» Promotion of civic and public leadership for gifts the improved and qualified social and econowmédl-being
of women. (UNW, 2013)

Women in History: an Overview

History of fights for the rights of women is verjdcand till 19" century women have had no rights regarding
education, legal security, no right to vote, hdkectve offices, attend colleges or join workplas®l even women cannot

get their children or demand legal rights in calsdiworce because women were nothing in front ohme

First convention, which was conducted in New Yaok the equal rights of women in 1848 named Seneda F
Convention under the influential leadership of lai@ Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton as many olikerminded
personalities and also named Declaration of Sentisngecause women put some basic demands to bBedulér women.
The basic objective of this declaration was toegptal and attainable rights for women in whichrigat to vote was also
included. This declaration document was signed yiBd men and 68 women while this convention wasnaid by
almost 300 people at that time. Thus, after a Istngggle in 1920, after ¥9amendment women got their right to vote,
which affected them economically more than politaxsd the role of women was changed completely aftes
amendment. In 1964, according to the Civil Rights, Avomen were offered equal opportunity which psdbd sex
discrimination at the workplace and provided betipportunities for women at workplace because maognen were
harassed at their workplace, and they leave tbéis.jThis act was regarded a success of the movesteted by the
National Organization for women (NOW), also regards the largest women's organization in the urstatks. In 1970’s

women participated in both chambers of US Congaeslspassed some significant laws regarding womegroeserment,
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these laws are as follows:

Much and greater freedom of reproductive choicesfomen by giving importance to women in reproduttid

new generation (1973)
Prohibition of discrimination against pregnant wanty the promulgation of new sets of ideas (1978)
Workers who needed extra time for the care of faiid children, employment protection (1993)

Laws to protect against domestic violence and doretgted issues of women (1994). (Dr. Syed Mussawar
Hussain Bukhari, Muhammad Asim, 2013)

After such legislative measures, the women of U&be very happy now, but the situation of womeastiis

very different in some Arab states were due to sdatee and wrong myths, women are still discriméaaby male

dominated societies in the name of so called wligibeliefs, societal limitations and cultural . Such severe and

hard restrictions affected the life of Arab’s wonmregarding judicial, economic, educational or Heahire difficulties and

they forced to restrict the joys of life upon theiwes. Before the advent of Islam, the situatios wery dangerous, girls

were sold by their male counterparts for the sdkmaney as women have had no legal rights. Thezerany conflicts

regarding the situation of Arab women among marsyohians as some argue that before the adventaoh,svomen in

Arab were very liberal as they set an example dralaKhadija (R.A). She was the lady who succelsfain her trading

business in Arab. The Prophet (PBUH) at that tinoeked under her supervision. But it is also argwitti them that the

proposal of marriage to HazratMohammaad (PBUH) alas sent by Hazrat Khadija, not by the Prophet{RB which

clearly shows the freedom of to choose life padremd liberalization of women before the invasidristam. But is

accepted largely by each and every historian tmatsttuation of Arab women was improved by the athc# Islam as

Islam gave women equal status by instituting thhts of property ownership, inheritance, educasiod divorce.

Pakistan is a country with many wrong beliefs abmamen and her status as it is the country witlivaded

society among classes, culture, rural and urbaasatberefore the status of women is differentanous places within

Pakistan as according to Gender inequality index:

Pakistan has 1i5ranked out of 145 and 23.5 percent girls haveivedesecondary education, 21.7 percent

women are part of the labor force.

According to Human Development Report, which is |ghied by the United Nations, mentioned Pakistan as

better state than the neighboring India in the @¢amdand status of women.

Fatima Jinnah, the sister of Quid-e-Azam MuhammédliAnah was the first well educated lady who vestla

lot for the survival and improved status of women.

The reservation of allotment of women seats in Vel assembly was 10 percent and 5 percent in iriavi
assembly by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and his tenure wamnsidered as a liberal period for the empowernoént
women. While on the other hand women struggledt allwing the Zia regime and she was treated badigem
than an animal but this era was somewhat moreitigteil for women regarding establishment of the aos
division in cabinet secretariat and reserved 2@qudrseats in the national assembly for the nokyRzased
elections of 1985. (Khan A. , Women & Gender in Adgistan, 2013)
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Women were treated badly in this period due toefdddamization of religious principles, enactmehtHudood
ordinance Qanoon-e-Shahadaah order (law of evidlerm promotion of purdah which banned women otlabses in
sports. The first woman elected as the head oMumsfim state was Benazir Bhutto. Many legislativeasures were taken
during her regime for the enhancement of womenhasestablishment of separate police stations, wismarats and
women's development banks. She failed to legiglatelaw or act for the rights of women even beingamnan. For the
dealing with the financial needs of women, thetfismen bank was established in 1989 and womentiest centers
were established in five major areas and univessilike Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, Peshawar anett®under the
supervision of ministry of women's development tlie enhancement of social status and empowermenbiofen. The
first women's university in Pakistan was establisine1998 called Fatima Jinnah University, durihg tenure of Nawaz
Sharif. The controversial Hudood ordinance wasaegd by women protection Bill during the regiméPefvez Musharraf
and quota for women was increased up to 10 pericercenter superior services and 5 percent in allegument
departments which increased employment opportgnibe women at many levels. “Protection againstabsment of
women at workplace Bill 2009” which was signed aamgteed by President Asif Ali Zardari after the apal of
parliament on January 2010. (Naz, 2013)

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Cultural Perception of Women Empowerment

Empowerment includes access to options, informagolucation and resources equal for women as prdvio
men ever thus called the term women empowermerisida making power, authority, independence tanddde, not in
meaning to earn economically rather in terms oépehdence over own life as social, political ormeenic independence
and control over one’s life is the main motto ofpmwering any gender. It is a fact that men are emaped, socially,
culturally, legally and economically, while womereanot in any field. Culture of any society playsimportant role in the
marginalization and uplifting of women because aboiorms are main taboos which restrict women witté social
culture to participate in social affairs of lifeKan A. , Women and Paid Work in Pakistan. Pathwafy$Vomen

Empowerment., 2007)

There are three Dimensions of Empowerment (Autonomyl.E.
» Women'’s freedom of mobility (in which she is allodvio visit different places by her won which),
* Her access to economic, social, political and legsburces like men and
* Mainly her decision-making authority.

These basic three dimensions help women to get wemed and change her status regarding submissivames
inferiority. By mobility it builds confidence amongomen because when she will meet with new peogtecnfidence
will grow to a higher level as compare to previam, and through access to economic and socialinesowomen get
employed and contribute to the nation’s economyaardadd on to household economy to meet their epdsd to fulfill

their personal demands and of the family becausiedfis empowered then it is good for both natimh lzerself too.

Women’'s Empowerment and Human Development in Pakisin
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Women are the most significant part of our sodialcture, but despite this fact, they usually faceumber of
obstacles in their way to avail their rights andy& equal in social strata because they are nemgécted part of society.
Power, prestige and status should be given to tiraem with their rights of jobs, skills, educati@ecurity, health, better
standards of living etc and by given these rightsnen will consider herself the equal citizen otates but unfortunately
these rights are not given to her. “To Empowera ikistorical concept of mid-17th century, espegiédr women as its
legal meaning was considered as “to invest witthenity”. Afterwards, its meaning was changed into &nable or
permit” in eighteen centuries. After 1980s, theraswcreated a link among “human development”, “fwalit
empowerment”, and “women empowerment” and added ewoms an entity. During 1990s, it was argued by the
economists that the aim of “standardized econonayinot be achieved by women are placed at the cetatge of our
global society, thus to achieve the path of wommpaverment and equality, the United Nations haseayxn the
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and through whare at campaign to gain their rights like mering@li, 2015)

Women Empowerment in Pakistan

According to the Census of 2011, the populatiofakistan was 177.10 million at that time, as inagion to
33.78 million in 1951, out of which 15.61 millioopmprised of women, which is almost half of thetg@opulation meant
to include women into all health resources. Pakistpopulation is reported for 2.57% of the popolatof the whole
world and the gender ratio was 1.14 in 1972 ahédtbeen decreased to 1.07 in 2011. The womeadjteate boosted up
to 45%, male-female literacy gap decreased to 242011 proved to be a good step towards womenadugt but good
improvement regarding women literacy rate. Womep@nerment in Pakistan depends on various variahleb as age,

social status (caste and class), stereotypical sioeducational status and geographical locatidmafurural).

* The following schemes and policies are intendedefapowering women and equality of gender in Pakisiad

these are as follows:
e Protection of women Against Harassment in the Wiadgo Act (2010)
« Domestic Violence Bill (2008)
e Hudood Ordinance (1979)
* The Citizens Foundation
» The Kashf Foundation (1996)
* The First Women Bank (1989)
* Pakistan’'s Small and Medium Enterprises DeveloprAemiority (SMEDA).

In spite of such effective implication of all paks, there are considerable differences and diitere between
policy attainments and concrete performance at@oanlevel because women are not given their dyletsiregarding the

economy in spite of the fact that she has equht tmmen in economic or any social sphere. (Hiia2815)

According to World Economic Forum (2014), the preseondition of gender differences is frighteningda

Pakistan ranks after our neighboring country Chihas making it a country with huge gender diffees The rankings
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and scores for Pakistan imply that it has an infeposition in contrast with China in almost altices of equality in
which gender is an alarming situation even aftgislation about women in Pakistan. Pakistan losésespaces (from 134
ranks in 2012 to 141 ranks in 2014) as a conseguehdeficiencies into economic participation arithinment of

education due to the result of lesser participatiowomen.

Both global as well as national level reports haigmified that Pakistan will have to take a lengtimye period
for obtaining “organization” for females and to ¢feém empowered on social as well as on economigngls because it is

very hard to remove deeply embedded stereotypetainds regarding women. (Hina Ali, 2015)
Educational Attainments

For sure, Pakistan got considerable upgradingrafe literacy rate up to 45% in 2011 and thus cguestly, the
men-women literacy hole has been contracted dov2d% in 2011.

In accordance with UNICEF Report 2013:

* Youth Literacy Rate (for age of 15-24 years) forléda= 79.1%

* Youth Literacy Rate (for age of 15-24 years) fomades = 61.5%

» Pre-primary School Participation for Females = 83.3

e Pre-primary School Participation for Males = 101.3%

» Participation of Females in primary schooling = 65%

« Participation of Males in primary schooling = 79%

» Participation of Females for secondary schoolirp=2%

» Participation of males for secondary schooling 38 (Chaudhary, 2012)
Economic Participation and Opportunity

The participation of females in the labor forceetmsidered like an indicator for reduction in gemuiequality
and gender disparity and ornamental to women empo®m. In Pakistan, the figures illustrate thatagether, rural and
urban areas, Labor Force Participation Rate has bieereased during 2010-11 in comparison with 2008-
predominantly for women as Labor Force Survey 2010revealed some facts about the economic participaf
Pakistani women. The data reveal that in Pakigtaat, the female labor force participation rate basn increased from
18.5% to 19.4% and from 7.6% to 8.1% in rural arlthn sectors respectively from 2008-09 to 2010-hitkvis a furious
change towards empowerment of women in the econepfiere. Thus the final result is that in 2011rtite of women's
labor force participation is 8.1% as against 50f6f4nales and the main cause behind low femaler ltdyoe participation
rate is that female work is less-detectable, nonetary as well as related to survival and househodd of production

and women involved herself in labor force partitigatoo.

Another significant source of women empowerment edso be “Employment” or job in a public field.

Employment and job security provides power, prestigonor and status of the women and makes theamdially
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independent which is a prestigious feeling.
Pakistan Labor Force Survey 2011: Federal Bureau obtatistics

The information gained through statistical analysiaborates that female employment rate in urbr@asais
lower than that of men, whereas, in rural areas higher than men’s employment rate because haruareas women
have right to be involved in employment as comparedural women. It is also analyzed that 75.4%evhales have
employment in rural areas (as compared to 36.2%@f) of rural areas. Employment by age group diffees also
exhibits a severe gap of gender among both genBersause employment is considered to be at peak ileall the age
groups for males. In each and every age grouppéheentage shows that women’s employment is lolgm that of their

male counterparts because woman is not allowed folb.
 Women'’s access to resources and foods has follomiaig components:
* Knowledge of loan programs.
* Getloans.
* Having a bank saving accounts.
» The freedom of working outside.
e Toidentify female’s exposure to mass media, tlaeesfollowing key variables:
* Read newspapers every day.
e Listen radio every day.
 Watch T.V. every day.
» Knows about modern contraceptives.

The evidence shows that resource availability tonen and their revelation to mass media is compaati

poorer in our country than others.

RESEARCH DESIGN

Social Status

Women empowerment becomes a major concern in tingtigoof globalization because women constitutecsim
half of the world’s total population and it is vemgcessary for the prosperity of any country taligd women in the social
and economic structure by empowering her. Eitheretlis a western society or western one, but mdadysed on the
empowerment of women also named first world oratieer Muslim world, the condition of women regaglimer status is
almost the same, underprivileged, submissive, imfemd less empowered to men. Thus, the issueslelmates regarding
her life and status are same everywhere in Mustith zon-Muslim world. Women's issues and empowerraemtbeing
discussed at all forums like United Nations frontlat national and international level. Therefeegluation of women
among women is one of the most prominent featunesal the countries have forced to draw out thedmen from
parochial culture and trying to utilize as a skilleuman resource because they are also equal nembtre state thus

should be given equal status.
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These all questions are designed in a systematjctw&now the ideas and thinking of people regagdinis
research. After collecting data, it has gone thhodgscriptive statistical analysis through a Siati package of Social
Sciences (SPSS). Analysis of findings and detsgrpretation of data is given below in the forntadfles.

DATA ANALYSIS

What is Women Empowerment?

Empowerment includes access of any individual tiioog, information, education and economic resaiemgual
for women as provided to men ever thus called #rentwomen empowerment. Decision making power, aitjho
independence to spend life, not in meaning to eaomomically rather in terms of independence oven tife as social,
political or economic independence and control @re’s life is the main motto of empowering any dem but it's a fact
that men are empowered socially, culturally, legathd economically, while women are not in anydfigCulture is a very
important perspective of society because it hasaywplayed a significant role in social, economid golitical

empowerment of women and both genders becausthi isulture through which norms of both gendeesliaed up.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Women Empowenent

Do you know what is
Women
Empoweaiment?
W ves
o
370 Some Extent
Female
Percentage
Figure 1
Table 1
Do yvou know what is Women
Gender Empowerment?
To Some
Yes No Total
Extent
Female 64 15 21 100

Table.1 and Figure.1 depicts the results of respotsdbeing aware about women empowerment. The first
guestion of chapter social status deals with thenam empowerment having three options. 64% femdiesen ‘Yes’
option that they know what is women empowermeigt.dtgood sign for the women of Pakistan that nothe developing
stage of the country more than 50% women knowsitheal meanings of women empowerment. Where 15%enquick

the second option ‘No’ that means they don’t hameidea about the meaning and concept of women egpoant.
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Second highest responses to the question weretiohapree ‘To Some Extent’ as stated earlier Rakiss going through
a developmental stage so it's a positive factor thaximum women have somehow gone through the porefevomen

empowerment. Being an Islamic country, it's necassagive the status to women, which was givewéonen by Islam.

Women Empowerment is

Women empowerment focused mainly on the culturatqmion of women. Because many factors are there
which restrict the women to become empowered incivimost common are social or cultural factors dreké are
hindering women? It is a fact that despite makingnajor contribution in the development process tad tountry
xthe participation of female population is at a milmwer level as compared to men. This factor &vpiled specifically in
the developing world like Pakistan due to her stgical status.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Women Empowenent

Women empowerment
IS,

:(.‘.he equal rights fo women

a0 Give equal status to
women
HBoth
e

Female

Percentage
Figure 2
Table 2
Women empowerment is;
Gender Give equal Give equal Both Total
rights to status to
women women
Female 26 8 66 100

Table.2 and Figure.2 explains the results of redpots about the concept of women empowerment imasiceof
asking questions of the chapter social status.eltvere three options of the discussed question. f288ales chosen the
first option ‘Give Equal Rights to Women’ it meaasnumber of women believed that the provision dfibaights of
women equal to men is real women empowerment irrgowhich can enhance their social status andgitfiem in front.
Where 8% females select the second option which ‘Gas Equal Status to Women' it shows that vergslavoman
favors the equal status in concept of women empmoest. The reason of less selection of this optsosoimehow inferior
status of women in society since last many cergufféird and the last option was ‘Both’ and expélgtenaximum

respondents chose this option. 66% females betteatethe provision of equal rights and considesimamen equal to the
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men in society in shape of providing equal stabus@amen, both are the two wheels of women's empmest concept.

Women's Struggle in Pakistan

Pakistan is a country with many wrong beliefs abwamen and her status as it is the country withivaded

society among classes, culture, rural and urbaaisataerefore, the status of women is differentdrious places within

Pakistan as according to Gender inequality index:

Pakistan has 1i5ranked out of 145 and 23.5 percent girls haveivedesecondary education, 21.7 percent

women are part of the labor force.

According to Human Development Report, which is |@hied by the United Nations, mentioned Pakistan as
better state than the neighboring India in the @¢@and status of women.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Women Strug@ in Pakistan

Do you think

Pakistan is struggling

with womean
empowermen?

W ves

Bro
Perr::::age
Figure 3
Table 3
Do you think Pakistan is
struggling with women
Gender empowerment?
Yes No Total
Female 388 12 100

Table.3 and Figure.3 shows the results of respdedsyout Women struggling in Pakistan. The questioout

women struggle was asked with closed ended opti®8% women select the first option ‘Yes’ that meamsmen of

Pakistan still believe that they are strugglinghvitomen empowerment. Only 12% females chosen ofiflohthat they

thought today women at least are not strugglinBakistan. Where facts and figures regarding wondavelopment tells

us shocking results that Pakistan is far away dbikkte human development and have to suffer fenesonore years to

achieve women empowerment.

Mostly chosen option yes reflects the real pictofesociety, what a common woman is going throughoan

judge by these results.
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Efforts by Globe for Women Empowerment

First convention was held in New York (1848) nan&sheca Fall Convention for the rights of women unde
the influential umbrella of Lucretia Mott and Elmsth Cady Stanton as many other like-minded pelisi@saand also
named Declaration of Sentiments because womenopu $asic demands to be fulfilled for women. Thsibabjective
of this declaration was to get equal rights for veonin which right to cast a vote was initial demamtis declaration

document was signed up by 32 men and 68women wdeonvention was attended by almost 300 pedpleaatime.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Efforts Enseted for Women Empowerment at Globe

0 The efforts ensure for
women empowerment
at globe by;

H Government

Encos
401 Osotn

Female

Percentage

Figure 4

Table 4

The efforts ensure for women empowerment
Gender at globe by:

Government NGO's Both Total
Female 25 25 50 100

Table 4 and Figure 4 explain the results of respatglabout the fourth question which was to knoat thhat
efforts have been ensured at a globe, or whichitutisins contributing towards women empowermentttie era of
connecting word. In this scenario first option wa@svernment’. 25% of 100 females chosen this optlwat explains the
contribution of government regarding women empovetithave been done by Governments of states. \Als0e25%
females selected the second option which was ‘NGOQftsis surely accepted that NGO’s contributed anvery
comprehensive way to empower women at a globe aalcera bridge for the women of different countrieshare each
other’s issues for getting their basic rights irithrespective countries. The third option was Baelected by 50%

females. This was mostly chosen option. Therevisgd seen a strong bond between governments andiNGO

Hindering factors towards Women Empowerment

Culture of any society depicts the status of bathdgrs within its social perspective. Thus cultuas always
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played a crucial role in social, economic and praltempowerment of women and both genders bedaisé¢éhe culture
through which norms of both genders are lined tijodused on the cultural perception of women engrovent which
restricts women from taking part in public actie®i The factors which restrict the women to becempowered like

social or cultural factors which hinder women.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Hindering Fators towards Women Empowerment

What are the basic
factors becoming
barrigrs towards
women empowsrment?

Customary Laws
literacy
No decision making power

Count

Female

Percentage

Figure 5

Table 5

What are the basic factors becoming barriers

Gender towards women empowerment?
Customary Nliteracy No decision- | Total
Laws making power
Female 14 63 23 100

Table 5 and Figure 5 depict the results of respotsdier the question asked about basic hinderiotpfa towards
women empowerment. 14% females selected optionviinich was ‘Customary Laws”. It has seen in Pakissociety
that customary associated norms are very effedtiveociety and major of them resist women to be @mgred.
The highly chosen option was second, which somebgplains the reason behind of any development islsak is
‘llliteracy’. 63% females selected this option ikcardance of basic factors that becoming barrievgatds women
empowerment in Pakistan society. The third opti@s Wo-decision making Power’ and chosen by 23%afem It is a
matter of fact that in Pakistani society womeneatst have no right of decision making even aboeit {hersonal lives.
Women need permission to get educated, to attdireaements, to get better health status and eveselegcting life
partners for marriage. In the 21st century, thigugte unacceptable thing that women have no tigtgain their basic

fundamental rights without the permission of houde$
Efforts should be done for Pakistani Women

To attain gender balance in politics is the growargl expanding problem of Pakistan, which can ksnad
through the removal of cultural and structural leasrto the full and equal participation of womarttie decision-making

process and structures. Strategic development dded@ware women for their equal social and paditiparticipation in
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decision-making, inclusion in Government at higbhests, capacity building by training of candidades elected officials.
In the case of political participation of womeng tfocus should not be given to only upon the numdfewomen in
legislation or Government sectors, rather attergioould be given to effectiveness, transparenayisibg-making process,

and involvement of women in policy making.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding the Efforts ® Be Done For Pakistani Women

60 What should be done
for the women
gmpowsiment in
akistan?

S0 Ondy implement the laws
aiready in constiution
Make new kaws Tor
women
implement akeady laws
[Jand provsde gtuow in every
sphere of state

Female

Percentage
Figure 6
Table 6
What should be done for the women
empowerment in Pakistan?
Gender | Only Make new Implement Total
implement the laws for already laws
laws already women and provide
sphere of state
Female 7 40 53 100

Table 6 and Figure 6 explain the results of respatalabout the question asked about efforts sHmeildone to
empower Pakistani women. Only 7% females seledtedfitst option which was ‘Only implement the laasseady in
Constitution’ there are a set of fundamental adh Pakistani constitution, which provide allibagyhts to women from
which can live a better life in Pakistani sociatyhere 40% females go for the second option whichk ‘Weake New Laws
for Women'. It's observed that today's society isrenconcerned about new legislation rather thannipéementation of
previous ones. May be the implementation of alreadigting legislation is quite difficult to achiev&Vhere new
legislation means a lot because of freedom of NGD®@ media today. The third option was ‘implemerdérdady laws
and provide quota in every sphere of state’ maxinulmsen option was this. 53% females believe tmatprovision of

guota in every sphere will be helpful for womerctone in front and to be empowered in society as anen
Safety of Women

In some families and areas of Pakistan, womerrugtsired by the misinterpretation of false religidaeliefs and
old cultural myths which subject women to discriation and violence on daily basis It is not possitdr Pakistan to
become a prosperous country in the world unlesshétieproportion of its population which constitutemen is given

equal opportunities to take part in this procesdesfelopment.
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Distribution of Respondents Regarding Safety of Th&®oads
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Table 7
Do you think today women is safe on roads
in Pakistan?
Gender Yes No To some Total
extent

Female 30 38 32 100

Table 7 and Figure 7 explain about the responsethefrespondents asked about the question of safety
Pakistani women on the roads. 30% females havesaohibe first option ‘Yes’ and said that today’s wemnis safe on the
roads because todays women is literate, aware dimyutights and can handle any tough situationlyeakie to the
confidence which she has granted by the legislatieasures of state for her. 32% females go witioogTo some
extent’ which shows that to some extent these woatsm think that women are safe on roads, while 3&%ales have
chosen the third option ‘No’. It shows that in thperspective of thinking, women are not safe adsodue to prevailing
social stigmas and the evils which deteriorate woineall walks of life. Here is an immense needniplement existing
laws regarding the status of women because duacto df implementation, women are still lagging Imehimen. New
legislation is also very important to meet the entmeeds and demands of society for the safetyoafen. Women make
up almost half of the world’s total population a@hd very necessary for the state to take initmgfforts to ensure quality

of life to women. If women are literate then ivisry easy for her to protect herself in public anidate life.
Women Access to Police

No doubt, the police and the media are considdrednain driving force for the establishment of nsrand
values but in case of Pakistan, police and medianat playing their due role regarding the empovearrof women.
Pakistani women face difficulties regarding gettjngtice for their rights. The ‘Thana Culture’ ofil#stan is a very
depriving system, which not allowed even a commam o seek for justice without any references ahavit bribery. If a
woman consults to the Police station for any isthey will have to face harassment, insult. Society consider that

woman in negative terms also.
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Distribution of Respondents Women Access to Police

Pakistani women have
access to Police
stations?
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Bno

O 7o some extent
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Percentage

Figure 8
Table 8
Pakistani women have access to Police
stations?
Gender Yes No To some Total
extent
Female 48 24 28 100

Table 8 and Figure 8 explain the right to womerséek police station for her help. 48% respondeatsvigh
option first ‘Yes’ which shows that almost half wembelieve that women have rights and access tw gbe police
station. While 28% respondents are not sure alhigiatcess because they have chosen ‘to some extdch shows that
they are fifty about this. 24% respondents go wijition ‘No’ which clearly shows that Pakistani wamtgave no access to
police stations. These might be rural women becaheé& cultures don't allow them to go to the pelistation.
There is immense need to change this stereotypidtaire that women cannot visit the police statibine police played an
important role in the safety of human beings thus the need of time to develop discriminationefiociety and police
system. New legislative measures have been takémisiregard by the establishment of front deskesygsfor women,
which aimed at helping fragile and inferior womehonface any form of violence but not able to govamgre. According

to this new established system, women grantedghé to register her complain even against her Aodb
Inheritance in Islam

Islam is the only religions which provide the rigbf inheritance for women. In our society women are
economically, socially, legally and publicly depend on their husbands, fathers or brothers andanymareas to much
extent they are not free to spend their own incomé¢heir own will because of the culture and pathal society because

society demand them to be sacrificed not spendtieiy bwn money on their own self

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Inheritance Ryhts Provision
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0+ Islam is the onl|
religion who provides
right of inhentance, Are
Pakistani women
enjoying this right
peacefully?
W yes
BEro

7o some extent

Female
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Figure 9

Table 9

Islam is the only religion who provides right
of inheritance, Are Pakistani women

Gender enjoying this right peacefully?
Yes No To some Total
extent
Female 54 22 24 100

Table 9 and Figure 9 explain about their viewsnterit property or not. 54% respondents have chtsefirst
option ‘Yes’ which shows that they are in favorhigtory through which it is indicated that Islanthe only religion who
granted women right to inherit property first. Th24% respondents go with ‘To some extent’ whichvehthat they are
not sure about the provision of this right to wom22% respondents have chosen option ‘No’ in whiety highlighted
that Islam granted women this right 1400 years phakdue to lack of implementing factors, womes @aot enjoying this
right of inheritance. Islam is the only religion iwh granted the women right to inherent propertipteany other religion
or state. It is the Islam which granted women thhtrto inherit property 1400 years back. Thuss the immense need to
implement the laws relating to inheritance rightxduse due to lack of implementation factors, woimere no right to
inherit property. Men don’t consider women to béedb get this right because they don't want tarstihe property with
male of another family. This thing has to be chahbecause women also equal members of the statestie has also
given this right equally..The majority of rural wem are economically dependent on their men forrmea@nd this
economic dependency effect their decision-makinggyan public and private sphere by making themedelent over

their males for each and every reason.
Pakistani Women Economic Freedom:

Women in Pakistan cannot buy or sale her own ptigsewithout the consent of their husbands andefath
Mostly husbands took the decisions in their fardile to societal norms which are purely patriarchaky got money for
their personal needs from their husbands or frdmerotlose male relatives of the family because tiye no source of
income for their owners. The majority of rural wamie not participating in decisions and in the dieei making process

regarding family affairs and other affairs of thiffie due to economic dependency on their male tzyparts.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Pakistani Woran’s Economic Freedom
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Table: 10

In 21st century Pakistani women can buy or
sale her own property according to her will?

Gender Yes No To some Total
extent
Female 61 16 23 100

Table 10 and Figure 10 indicated that 61% respasdeave chosen option ‘Yes’ which shows that Pakist
women have the right to buy or sale property anyatasytime. This thing shows a positive trend tasahe status of
women in Pakistan. While 23% respondents go witfoapgto some extent in which they are not sure thhewomen can
buy or sale her own property according to her ovih Whey are not confirmed about this thus theyénahosen to some
extent. 16% respondents go with the third option’‘Which shows that by living in this patriarchatucture of Pakistani
society, women have no right to buy or sale prgpaccording to her own wish because in many rurehs women are
under the obligations of the mall where decisiantaken by male family members while women arasile

Equal Employment Opportunities:

A woman is unequal and considered vulnerable irsgaitleres of life, especially in the employment @eaind
women is treated in an inhuman manner like aninméla. woman is empowered financially and have $itgbin her

financial conditions can contribute towards womapewerment in society.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Equal Employrent Opportunities
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Table: 11

Women have equal employment facilities as
men have in Pakistan?

Gender Yes No To some Total
extent
Female 49 26 25 100

Table 11 and Figure 11 explain the response oforedgnts which shows that 49% females have chosgéonop
first ‘yes’ regarding the equal employment fadigigranted to women like men. It means that theseem are agreeing
with the provision of facilities for women in emplment sector. While 26% females go with the seampttbn ‘No’ which
shows that in their perspective, Pakistani womenrat granted equal employment opportunities lilkenn25% women
have chosen to some extent in this regard. If wé& lato the past, then it is clearly visible thabvmen were not granted
equal rights to men because they were not consldsgaal members of the state. While the situatis tbeen changed a
lot in current scenario because now women have tggbhoose her way of earning in many urban afgatsthe situation

is similar to past in rural areas because hedengiinen is inferior and subjugated to men.
Effect of Early Marriages

Women are the most significant part of our sodalcture, but despite this fact, they usually faceumber of
obstacles in their way to avail their rights andyé equal in social strata because they are nemgécted part of society.
Early marriages are the huge barrier for girls éodmjoying their fundamental rights. Between thesagf getting the
education that girls have been seen doing childdogver, prestige and status should be given tovthraen with their
rights of jobs, skills, education, security, healtietter standards of living. Because it is a comrpeactice in many
villages those marriages if the girls took placeimy the phase of education which affect her empimgestatus a lot.
There are laws passed on the status of women,ielpearly marriage age and defined the age ofriage for girls. The

hindering factor towards the empowerment of wonsegairly marriage of girls.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Effects of Edy Marriages on Girls.
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Table 12
Do you think early marriages effects women
empowerment?
Gender Yes No To some Total
extent
Female 82 5 13 100

Table 12 and Figure 12 show that there is an immere®d to articulate laws and implement laws oiy ear
marriage of girls in order to empower women. 82%dées have chosen first option ‘Yes’ which showat tthild and
early marriage affect the empowerment status of @at larger extent. While only 5% females go \lith second option
‘No’ which meant that marriage during education teisy adverse effect on the status of women bedagseates hurdles
in her professional life. At the end, only 13% msgents go with ‘To Some Extents’ option which skdhat they are not
sure about the professional status of women dumgrgeducational career. Early marriages affectstatus of Pakistani

women a lot.
Role of Media in Women Empowerment:

Media is a source to provide an alternative platfdor women in hearing their voice, especially thight of
woman, which she made against various atrocitigsiwshe faced at all levels. It is also a pro fastiperspective theory
regarding the role of media in the empowerment ofm&n which can create a cult of belief among tleEsgoots woman

to promote and empower them in the society.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Role of Median Women Empowerment
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Table 13
Gender Media is playing ------- role in women
empowerment.
Positive Negative Neutral Total
Female 47 22 31 100

Table 13 and Figure 13 depict the results of thestion asked by the researcher is which type @& iobeing
played by the media regarding the status of Pakistamen. 47% respondents have chosen the firgropthich shows
that the media is playing a positive role towatus $tatus of women by choosing ‘positive’. Whil&22espondents go
with option ‘negative’ which shows that Pakistarimen are not satisfied with the role of women dmy tare of the view
that the media should change its attitude towdrdgpbrtrayal of women rights and status. Then 3&8pondents go with
third option ‘Neutral’ which means that somehow thedia is portraying neutral or good role towatus gtatus of women
as not depicting positive neither negative. Medi&genly responsible to play positive or negatole regarding the status

of women in Pakistan because it is the media tHraugich we can be in touch with the rest of theldior
Role of Social Media in Women Empowerment;

It is the responsibility of the media to portrag ghosition of women positively, but unfortunatelgkistani media
is not fulfilling its role in true sense. It is @gitive thing that almost half of the populationvedmen is satisfied with the
role of the media towards the status of women. &terould be social shows and the media talks orsdle@l evils
prevailed in Pakistani society against women bex#iusse issues should be addressed on nationattenuhational level.
It is the duty of the state to ensure equal prowigf rights for both genders and media can plainfimential role towards
this issue. It is possible to find media, which @dd the most prevailing social issues of womeauidin reliable internet

sources.
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Distribution of Respondents Regarding Role of SociaMedia in Women Empowerment
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Table 14

Gender | Social media is empowering
women or creating issues?

Empowering Creating Total
Women Issues
Female 60 40 100

Table 14 and Figure 14 depict the responses ohgsiuestions, that whether social media are empogver
women are creating issues in achieving status fomen. 60% respondents have chosen first option tweping
Women'’ which shows that social media is playingoaifive role in the empowerment structure of wonéme look into
the past, then we can clearly see that social mattiathe media were not playing their due role ndigg women while
the condition has been changed nowadays. Now sowalia are empowering women through talk shows,falits,
dramas, short stories, social films and advertisesnéVNhile the remaining 40% women have chosenskaption
‘Creating Issues’ which shows almost half of th@gation of women are of the view that social madiaot playing nits
due role towards the portrayal of women's issuttgerat is creating problems in the status of womdadia is the main
source of women empowerment because media carapding issues of women in all means and social anedhe form
of media which also can play a positive role tovgatte empowerment of women.

Depiction of Media:

Such kind of communicating medium which proved ¢ohielpful in the provision of a forum “for the pde@nd
by the people” gives a concept of a new reformafidrese mediums provide a new concept of societlythe fact is that
these types of forums are hardly acknowledgedeatatger level. Various programs and policies sthdndl acknowledged
which are proved to be influential alternative iatives to unknown groups and changes should haageno previous
made policies.

Distribution of Respondents Regarding Depiction oMedia
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Table 15

Should media keep depicting women related

news in same style as they are doing?

Gender To some
Yes No Total
extent
Female 51 32 17 100

Table 15 and Figure 15 explain the results abauttpicting style of news about women and respdadsated
that 51% women have chosen that media should raostgehthe depiction style of women's issues andraathe same
style, while 32% women have chosen option 2 ‘Nowimch women wanted that depiction of women's issnghe media
should be changed. It is recommended by many waherthe media should change its style of depictvomen's rights
because the media is not portraying the issuesoafiem positively and should change the status of evorti is stated in
news that a mother of five children eloped with beyfriend which portrayed a very wrong image ofrmem into social
strata and has to be changed. 17% women go witthtiftteoption ‘to some extent’ which depicted tiia¢y are unaware

about the existing or current portrayal style ofhwem in media.
CONCLUSIONS

Women empowerment becomes a major concern in tintigoof globalization because women constitutecsim
half of the world’s total population and it is vemgcessary for the prosperity of any country taligd women in the social
and economic structure by empowering her. Eithereths a western society or western one, but mdutysed on
the empowerment of women also named first worldher other Muslim world, the condition of women redjag her
status is almost the same, underprivileged, suliweisimferior and less empowered to men. Thus,idhees and debates
regarding her life and status are same everywhmehuislim and non-Muslim world. Women's issues ampewerment
are being discussed at all forums like United Natifront and at national and international levedmgsticity is regarded
the keen concern of women in her whole life spaiteninen are considered single bread earner ofatmly. Women are
forced to shut within the four walls of the homelaok after the home, to nurture children and tiilfall the domestic
responsibilities. Thus, in economic sphere womenravisible and if there are only a small propartaf women are there,

then they also not granted equal pay for equal work
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